OSWEW Ekwa é-tipiskak,
maka maciw ahpo é-
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Introduction and Background

m This presentation will investigate how often verbs occur
in certain forms.

m This is interest based on fieldwork undertaken over the
last year and half in Maskwacis, AB.

- Lemmata, or dictionary forms, are generally given in 3
Sg form, independent order.

- Many times when presented with this form, speakers
would insist that a conjunct form is more appropriate.
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Plains Cree Verbs

m 4 classes:
- VAl (intransitive verbs that take an animate argument)
- VIl (intransitive verbs that take an inanimate argument)

- VTl (transitive verbs that take an animate actor and an
Inanimate patient)

— VIA (transitive verbs that take both an animate actor
and animate patient)




Plains Cree Verbs

m 2 Orders distinguished by morphology

- Independent: used mostly in main clauses (Cook 2014,
Wolvengrey 2011), often said to denote a very recent
event, perfect aspect, or simple aspect.

— Conjunct: used mostly in subordinate/non-main clauses
(Cook 2014, Wolvengrey 2011), often translated as
progressive aspect (e.g. Okimasis 2004), speakers often
translate it as a simple present construction.

- No effect on word-order in the clause.

— tipiskaw vs. é-tipiskak




Plains Cree Verbs

m Orders are both semantically and

morphosyntactically different (but we aren’t sure
on the semantics).

m Orders are generally taught that verbs can occur
In either order.

m |s this true (cf. Karlsson, 1985, 1986, Arppe
20006)7




Plains Cree Corpus

m A conversational corpus of ~95, 000 verbal lemmata

m Corpus fed into an automatic analyzer we are
developing

- aya
- aya+N+AN+Sg+0bv, ayi+N+IN+Pl, aya+N+AN+Sg,
ayaw+V+Tl+Imp+Imm+2Sg, ayaw+V+Al+Imp+Imm+2Sg,
ayatipc
- Of those forms that were analyzed and that produced
non-ambiguous results we recorded instances of verbs
being used in independent and conjunct forms.
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Limitations

m This study is on a relatively small corpus

m Only those forms that were unambiguous were considered

- Issues with small words and forms that need to be corrected in our
system

m We makes no distinction between the so called ka- and é- conjunct
forms




meysidn
wesed
mejse

midiu

MIOjW
weuod
mojyiwju
MOSBWE)YISO 00
Melyiso
memiyoAiw
mawiAoy
mameAlysu
misoxye
uejede
uisemAiw
mejed
miwgdeuo
Mma1exeu
MOMBWIBIYIM
uemyeuls!
MM

maise
MmaMYyIuIW
MOSIOJW
misewid
moyeuwl
MiSBewniy
maxemele
mawikgmeyisiu
MYIdIMm
M3WIoe
MOMIIM
momysiid
mejyioede
maremysiyid
mgjyowd
M@MBISOWIo.
mide
moyioewid
mamejyad
MR1YOXE]
MBWIODMYBY
mehe-mAiw
miyIsiw
uewife
maunned
Wweuno
mediu
MXSOle
mawedem
mayiwed
mawele—oim
mayyamdis
melynise
mamyiy!
mawiAomeuey
moxey!
MaeNyIAsi
Mmarexyaiyou
mioew
Yemnaayiuw
wejyedem
MOMIN
uoxeyy|
majyol
mosexylAis!
Moy
Mowioe
mamehe
MaMY
maAiw
MISIYSIA
MOMSIW

Proportion of Ind. Order occurrence

1.0 —
0.8 —
0.6 —
0.4 —
0.2 —
0.0 —



Order Occurrence (Top 10. Independent Only)

OSWEW s/he boils s.o TA 14
akotaw s/he hangs s.t. up T 13
kéhcinahow s/he is certain Al 11
misiw s/he defecates Al 11
tétamawéw s/he does it so for s.o. TA 11
Kiwépayiw s/he goes back home Al 9
micitéw s/he soils s.o. TA 6
Kisisikéw s/he cooks Al 6
nisitohtawéw s/he understands s.o. TA 6

ahkaméyimow s/he is persistant Al 6




Order Occurrence (Top 10. Conjunct Only)

Kisikaw

tipiskaw
itdcimostawéw
nécihcikéw
itahtopiponwéw
itakihtéw
itwémakan
ispayin
asiwataw

misaw

(it is) day’
(it is) night'

's/he tells s.0. such a
story'

's/he traps'

's/he is so old’

"It costs so much'

'it has such a meaning'
'it happens thus'
'she puts s.t. in a bag/box’

it is big'

TA

Al
Al

17
13

12

11
11
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1.2

0.8

0.6

0.4

0.2

Percent of verbs in Ind. And Cnij.

VAI (716)

VIl (183)

E%Ind

VTl (322)

%Cnj

VTA (320)
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Differences by word Class

m Verb classes vary significantly in terms of which order they prefer.
m VAl and VTA like the independent, while VTl and VIl like the conjunct.

m This can’t just be attributed semantic differences (VAlI and VTA might
both be dynamic verbs for the most part, but so is VTl and it is paired
with VIl in terms of which order it prefers).

m How do these data relate to the three-class animacy-based system
proposed by Wolvengrey (2011)?

12



Further Research

m Get a bigger corpus!
m Get a better semantic classification of verbs.

m Compare across speakers (and communities)
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Conclusions

m [ndividual verbal lemmata prefer one order more than the other
m Furthermore, verb classes have preferences of their own

m Semantics has something to do with this (Il verbs are more likely to be
stative), but can’t be the only reason.
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Statistics

$ctable

[VAI] [VII] [VTI] [VTA]
[IND] 2072 115 782 1149
[CNJ] 1717 580 866 790

$X2.df1 $X2.df
[1] 3.841459 [1] 7.814728
$cells$x2

VAL [VII] [VTI] [VTA]
[IND] 9.96 -161.10 -4.12 25.77
[CNJ] -10.38 168.66 4.29 -26.85

$cells$X2.df.sign  $cells$X2.df1.sign
V1V2V3 V4 V1iV2V3 V4
1+-0+ 1+--+

2-+0- 2-++-

$cells$std.pearson.residuals

1] [,2] [,3] [,4]
[1,] 6.191464 -19.01848 -3.2505 8.322329
[2,] -6.191464 19.01848 3.2505 -8.322329

$cells$std.pearson.residuals.sign

V1iv2V3V4
1+--+
2 -+ +-
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